
Fri 3rd July 2009 9:30am—12:30pm 
32 Edgewater Drive, Pakuranga. 
Maori Culture Programme organized by Li YongJie  
Community Advisor , Pakuranga, Manukau City Council 
And Lily Guo of MAA 
 
Standing in front of the gate of the Marae with the wood carvings [left: 
God of peace & right : God of war]. 
 

We were greeted by the head of the Marae—Robson Te Puanui Carew 
Paora Chamberlin, Hongi - the press nose greeting and shake hands for-
malities were replaced by clutching arms because of health issues  
required by the Ministry of Health.   
We were taught “Tena koto, Tena koto=greetings to more than 3 people 
and Kai ora = hello , welcome or well done! 
Tangatawhenua = passionate of our land 
Whakawhanaungatanga = sharing like a family 
Whaka = family 
Harera = how are you 
Waita = songs 
Makariri = cold 
�³

Maori culture is a rich and varied one, and includes traditional and con-
temporary arts.  Traditional arts such as carving, weaving, kappa haka 
(group performance), whaikorero (Oratory) and moko (Tattoo) are prac-
ticed throughout the country. 
Ms Jill Robinson has taught us “Waita” - songs of  “Piko, Toro”, “Po 
Kara Kare ana” and “Te aroha”  so that love, truth, peace will be 
amongst us. �³

Jill has also taught us how to weave with NZ flex.  It was a very educa-
tional session at Te Takawai Marae, The Music Association would like 
to  thank Robson and Jill for the very warm welcome that  they have 
extended to us and Li YongJie who have organized this Maori Cultural 
programme for our community. 
 
The Music Association of Auckland  
Iris Cheng, Lily Guo, Gordon Wang, Binbin Wu, Johnson Kwok, Zhang 
Zhimin, Elsa Kwok, May Chan,  Ketty Gao and Pek Hong [guest] 

MAA Committee’s visited Te Tahawai Marae 


